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Pl/ght of the homeless
awakens local support

i By Ronnie Levine

“AREA—Complacency is the:

enemy of compasslon—-the in-
sidious desensitizing to the.
needs of other people ‘that
- chiselsaway atone’s human-:
ity, diminishing those who
might “need” and those who:

mlght “give” alike. Nestled

in the affluence of Northern
Bergen County, wrapped in a
cocoon of comfort, itis easy to
forget—tempting to block out
problems generally associated

with inner cities, with pov--

erty, with substance abuse or

perhaps with untreated men-:

tal illness. i
But for the Interrelxg:ous

Fellowship for the Homeless'

i of Bergen County, the prob-
i lemis real, very tangible and
. growing and while somemay
i choose to “see it not,” the 100.
' congregations associated w1th
; the Fellowshlp, “gee it now.’

i It is estimated that there
| are 3,000,000 homeless people
. in America presently, and, if
; current-trends continue, that

. figure is expected to swell to.

' 19,000,000 by 1990. In com-
' parison, Bergen County’s esti-
" mated 50 homeless families a

night seems almost minis-

cule—but the trend is appar-
ent. The numbers are grow-
ing and county, city and state

~ lines provide no boundanes
for need. :

While approxxmately 50
percent of all the homeless in
the country are thought to be
“gtreet people”’—drug abusers,
alcoholics, or deinstitutional-
ized mental patients—the

other 50 percent represent the
people who

- simply cannot affordtofinda.

placetolive near their jobs or

cannot make ends meet on

. their monthly social security
payment.s .

‘The Interreligious Fellow-

:‘ship was*formed during the-

.winter of 1986 when five con-
- gregations, working in coop-
. eration with the Bergen Coun-
ity Community Action Pro-

' gram (CAP) offered shelter to :
b the homeless, supplementing :

Lucy Janjigian’s “Homeless

“CAP'§32bedshelterin Hack-

ensack. Originally providing

- nineor 10 extra beds per night
. during winter months only

for people “turned away from
the Hackensack shelter be-
cause of space restrictions,”

. the Overflow Shelter program

has grown with the increase
in the numbers of participat-
ing churches and temples.

Currently, the Fellowship |

provides beds for 20 homeless
people per night in shelters
open year round in different

congregations throughout Ber- :

gen County. In addition, the

Fellowship has located and |

furnished six apartments in

 Hackensack, using the facili-

ties to house mostly single
parent families, while suppor-
tive congregations provide
financial assistance and Fel-
lowship trained volunteers
provide one-on-one nurturance

~ to the families.

The success of the Fellow- '
Shlp s programs depend large :

ly on the number of partlcl-
pating volunteers and Fellow-
ship. members are-always
eager to draw new congrega-
tions into taking-an active
role in their work. Options,
however, do exist, so that dif-
ferent congregations can get

involved in the homeless pro-

gramin afashion thatis best
suited to theu' mdwldual
needs. v ¢

If space permits, churches
and temples might consider

" offering emergency overnight-

shelter one night a week for a
- three month period of time.
That program is coordinated
and managed by. CAP who
screens the homeless persons
for nervous or mental prob-
lems, offers transportation to
and from the shelter and pro-

. vides' meals “and washmg

 facilities for the -homeless:
' prior to their arrival at the

emergency shelter.
For those. congregatwns

- who do not have space to pro-
' vide an emeérgency shelter or

" who'prefera dxfferentavenue,
. of involvement, ‘options .in-

clude offering financial as-
sistance to cover the cost:of
emergency shelters, to lease
apartments or other facilities,

- or to offer low or no interest

- loans to’ ‘peoplé facing evic-
“tion or- foreclosure: While
" space and money are primary

problems, the third, and
equally pivotal part of this

"program depends on man-

power, and congregations
mightalso consider the option

i of organizing teama of volun-

| gency overnight shelters.

-While community. involve-
mentinthe homeless program

- is still a relatively new phe-

nomenon, it is apparent that
the level of awareness and

. participation is rising stead-

ily.’ While few. programs of
involvement have been totally
formulated within the FLOW
area, many churches and
synagogues are: actively at
work at the moment, making
their plans and examining
their options forinvolvement.

Advent Lutheran Church
in Wyckoff, a leader in' the
assistance to homeless pro-
gram, has been offering help
to the homeless through the
Fellowshjp since 1986, pay-
ing rents, covering utility
costs and providing furnish-
ings for apartments located
by the Fellowship, utilizing
funds provided through the

‘ parish budget and individual

donations. As Reverend Paul

. Joncas explained, “What was

originally perceived as alocal

‘ Hackensack problem, has ex-

i panded to the level of county

awareness. In one sense that
is a bad sign because it indi-

cates the problem is growing.
On another level it is a good
sign, however, becauseitindi-



" . Currently, Advent Lutheran’
. isconsidering what additional
involvement.in.the plight of
~ the homeless they might con-’
- sider. Other Wyckoff parishes,
'St.” Elizabeth’s.R.C.” Church
~and the Wyckoff' "Reformed
Church, forinstance, are alsq’
“ examining potenual methods
.of involvement;’ consrdenng)
forinstance, orgamzmg teams
_of volunteers who areimpera;
“tive to the functioning of the
program. -Each’emergency
‘shelter depends on between
© two to four volunteers per
! mght A7 s
- All people tumed-away from
; the shelterin Hackensack arg
' screening by CAP before being
“ sent to emergency: shelters.
The. homeless have dinner,
bathe and then are trans-
ported by Commumty Action
Buses to their overnight shel-,
ters. Although cots are stored
in the participating:congre-.
gatlops the homeless set up
their: own "beds, dormrtory
style. A 'light*snack™is pro*ﬁ
vxded‘ dunng the evemng, pery
haps' milk, coffee, etc. an
ideally the shelters offer space,
for the people to watch TVl
‘relax or read.’ Lights out 1d
‘mandated ‘for ‘11 p.m. ‘With
two to four volunteers on duty’
one .naps while the other|
sleep. The people are wakene
—.at5a.m,, put their beds away
“have coffee or juice and the
are picked up at 6: 30 by th
Community Action Bus whicl
. takes them back to Hacke
sack for breakfast. Transpo
tation to work after breakfaj
in Hackensack is the respoi
- gibility of each person .ind
vidually. “Turn-aways” fror .
.the Hackensack shelter ar ..
-always carefully screened,and
.anyone; ,with:a_ substance.
a use problem or, medxcal

But if: space;’
volunteer assistance is ;what’
l al ows the Fellowslup to offer

n‘

-assistance, the initial step:
lbegme with an-awarériess of
‘the: problem, a sensitivity tov
“the homeless and a comm\t-:
‘ment to the spiritual and bib-,
:lical teachings “to share your"

i bread with the hungry.” Few"
‘have taken that commitment’
and that sensitivity and mo--

money: and :

. bilized theminto actionin the
faehlon that Franklin Lakes.
emet LucyJanjigian hasdone .
|and -what had started. as.an"
indwxdual commission to.do-
L five paintings in.connection -
‘with the 70th commemoratlon"-
lof the Armeman Genocxde. :
“turned mto a spiritual affin:’
llty and ‘a’ personal’ mmxstry
: with’ the .uprooted . and the«
homelese atits core. .. .
F e | had been’ commxssxoned
'to do five paintings for the’
“Armenian: Genocide . 70th
.commemoration,” Janjigian'
explained.:*I looked deep in-.
:side me to focus on the theme
and came up with five very
- strong paintings, dealing with
‘the uprooted- Armenians.
"When'I was done, I thought
‘Thank God. That’s finished..
Now I can'go back to some--
- thing 'else. 'But somehow,
when I went back.to the ab-’
-etracte they seemed trivial: I
reahzed that the problems of*
\the uprooted were universal:
“and then!Ivthought of the.
‘problems of the city and the
‘sproblcme of the homeless. It
‘was a flow. of thought, one
L thing just:led to another.” i
” “Ongmally, shecontmued
"“l was going-to.do a series of
pemtmgs on the City.Iwould:_
“do one on- the' homeless, one

on prostitutes, one on alco- - '

holics, etc. But:I soon found. -
that.I had, enough to do )ust
‘focusing ‘on-the’homeless.’

Originally I thought of the ik

‘uprooted as a universal theme.
Now I see that homelessness

A

is universal. So I continued.

doing my paintings, although

1 dldn t know for what pur- ¥

pose.”

Janjigian continued to paint,
focusing her enormous talent
on the homeless. *I painted
:more and more,” she ex-

plained, “and I found myself.

asking, ‘Is this what' God
wanted.”” With prayer, medi-
" tation and. through bhible

study, she continued. “With-"

out anyplannihg," she went
on,*it grew to become a per-
sonal ministrv.It wasnothing

I knew of or planned 'ujusl
happened. People would give
me things,’sliow:me_.things,
invite me to seminars®and it

A deeply religious woman, -

juut grew " And as her.expc

riences grew, so dld her gom- _

“mitment; ' o ‘
Janjigian, who is mcluded

“among artists in “Who's Who
“in: Amenca, ' describes the
“very large pamtmgs in her
- “Homeless Series" as very
~ strong and mood provoking,

agréeing that they do much
to raise the viewer’s general
level of sensitivity and aware-
ness. “Consciousness raising

-is what it is all about,” she
- said. “My works ‘are multi-

level. They tell a story, they
have a psychological impact

.and they are relxglous and

spiritual ‘as” well’ ‘Homeless-
ness hasnobarrier,” she went
on. “Itis a problem that does

‘not apply to one person, one

nationality or one ‘political

‘entity. My paintings are mov:

ihg peoplein waysthat Inever
expected,” she continued. “I
have become more spiritual
thmuuh doing them and
pamtmg them and’ pamtn
them has gwen’my lee mo
purpose.-1 want to,be,a co
duit for theneeds of*{he how

dlsplayed regularly-,m N
York, has already had five
six showmgs of her.series
paintings: on the Homele
as well as'an equal numbex
showings ' of" her* -Uprool
Series. Aspart of the Wyck:
Reformed- Church’s%comn
ment to mvolvement with |
homeless, a’ showmg ‘of J:
;jigian’s work‘will be held
Sunday al'ternoon June H
the Church Buxldrng“
*-““This is' the begmmn;~
having our conscience co
alive, ‘The -Reverend - Wi!
Jones, Minister of 'the W:
off : Reformed - Church c
mented. “The Lutherans w
the leaders in the work w
the homeless in: this ¢
mumty Now we ‘must j
forces and coordmete ‘
efforts,” - ." :




